Travellers in India

and made a prolonged stay. It was 1592 before
Linschoten reached Lisbon, whence he made
his way to Holland in September of that year Jn
1596 he published an account of his investiga-
tions and discoveries, though no doubt the valu-
able information which he had gathered with
regard to the trade routes and the state of the
Portuguese power and commerce in the East
Indies was communicated to the leaders of
Dutch commercial enterprise long before the
publication of the book*

The book at once created a sensation, and
was translated into several languages. It is valu-
able chiefly as  a  picture of the Portuguese
Empire in India at the beginning of its deca-
dence. The startling exposure of its weakness
and of the corruption and immorality of its
administrators immensely stimulated not only
the Dutch but all Europe in its desire to endea-
vour to wrest some of the profits of the Indian
trade from the hands of those who had mono-
polised them for nearly a century. The route
from Europe to Cochin was clearly explained,
and other routes, such as those to China, Japan,
and the Archipelago, on which Linschoten had
taken pains to gather information, were more
or less carefully detailed. To the fact that Hol-
land's pioneer in the matter of the commercial
possibilities of India was Linschoten, who went
to India by the Cape route, while that of Eng-
land was Fitch, who used the Ormuz route,
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